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• The Great Marsh is the largest contiguous salt marsh 
in New England with over 25,000 acres of salt marsh, 
tidal creeks and barrier beaches.

• The Great Marsh Partnership is an ad hoc group of 
scientists, managers, and practitioners who have 
joined together to protect, restore, and improve the 
resiliency of the Great Marsh, both holistically and 
comprehensively at a marsh-wide and estuary-wide 
scale.

Team

Projects Outreach and Volunteers

FY19 support: $1.9M 

- $75,000: Great Marsh Restoration projects,    
- $425,000: MVP Action grants, 
- $60,000: MassBays funds, 
- $1.2M: Marsh Vegetation Restoration, 
- $50,000 for dredge feasibility assessment,
- $90,000: Merrimack Valley Planning Commission for 

coastal restoration 

FY20 support (to date 10/2019): $400,000

- $125,000: barrier beach erosion assessment,  
- $175,000: Great Marsh Restoration projects,   
- $60,000: MassBays funds

Great Marsh Partnership* and Valued Partners (partial)

- Salt marsh provided fodder for live stock

- Inland farmers often owned salt marsh acreage

- Hunting, fishing, and clamming were important components of the local economy 

- Rivers were dammed for water power (First Parker River dam is at Central St., Byfield, 
1636)

- Recreation begins to replace resource extraction  (1900’s)

- Plum Island becomes a vacation spot

- Marsh attracts artists

- New forms of transportation facilitate access to the estuary

Parker River Towns
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Partial list of Volunteer Organizations (450-500, volunteers)

9+’ tidal range

Value of the Great Marsh
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Interstate highway system

The Great Marsh is a huge 
economic engine for the region, 
providing value as a destination 
for recreationists (boaters, 
birdwatchers, sportsmen, 
artists) as well as commercial 
endeavors (clamming, fishing, 
haying) 75% of commercially 

harvested fish spend at least 
one phase of their life cycle 
in the marsh

Migratory shore birds 
use the area as a 
stopover; a significant 
stopover along the 
North Atlantic Flyway

The barrier beach and the 
associated marsh is the first 
line of defense against storm 
surge and wave energy

The marsh platform vegetation 
and subtidal plant life provide an 
important carbon sink for 
greenhouse emissions 

The wetlands absorb and stabilize 
pollutants from our roads, lawns, 
rivers, and waste water treatment 
facilities

• Perennial Pepperweed is an invasive 
plant that is destroying native habitat 
as it expands

• 8,000acres are infested with 
pepperweed or imminent threat from 
it

• 99% of all mapped sites have been
treated at least once

• The Partnership will continue to be 
diligent in treatment activities for 
pepperweed to maintain a biological 
diverse and healthy marsh

• Marine Debris introduces harmful microplastics into the Great Marsh 
ecosystem. Plastics break down into smaller particles and do not go 
away.

• Microplastics are harmful to humans and wildlife. Plastic particles are 
toxic and will cause physical harm when ingested.

• Thirty percent of microplastics come from Styrofoam, bags, wrappers 
and plastic bottles.

• The partnership is performing research to determine the extent and 
impact of marine debris in the Great Marsh while removing the debris 
from the estuaries


